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Men Privileged To Serve:
Sunday, June 22nd:

Bible Classes

Song Leader

................................. Phil Pressnell
Bible Reading . .. (Deut. 9:1-6)
................................... Brian Word
Prayer

................................... Rocky Rose

Morning Worship

Song Leader

................................. Phil Pressnell
Prayer

....................... Michael Clemmons
Lord’s Supper

Presiding ............... Ronnie Phillips
Assisting ..... ... Kevin Chancellor
Serving.....coovivircunas Brian Blakely
ettt Corey Goode

... Rodney McCrary

.......................... Ethan Pressnell

.............................. Andrew Gatlin

Evening Worship
Song Leader
................................... Jim Phillips
Bible Reading ........ (Deut. 9:7-11)
.................................. Steve Parker

Prayer

............................ Brad Hammond
Lord’s Supper

............................. Ronnie Phillips
.......................... Kevin Chancellor
Closing Prayer

............................. Mark Mclntyre

Devaluing The Local Church

Glen Young

The local church occupies an important position in God’s
scheme of things. It is through the local church that Christians
execute certain works. These are works which God commands that
can only be accomplished as a group in the context of a local
church. To illustrate this, consider the partaking of the Lord’s
Supper. It is to be done on the first day of the week (Acts 20:7)
when the local church is assembled together (1 Corinthians 11:20,
33). Another example would be the discipline of an unfaithful
Christian. This discipline is to be administered by the local church
in its assembly (1 Corinthians 5:4-5). The Christian is to provoke
other Christians and to be provoked by other Christians. This
provoking is done in the assembly (Hebrews 10:24-25). Who can
deny the importance of a local church? Does not the aforemen-
tioned items prove as much?

Paul understood how important the local church was to his
Christian life, hence, “... when he had come to Jerusalem, he
attempted to join the disciples.” (Acts 9:26a). Obviously, Paul saw
the necessity and benefit of being a member within the structure
of a local church.

A failure to appreciate the benefits of membership in a local
church will cause the Christian to live below his potential. Sadder
still, it will cause him to lose his soul.

It is impossible for the Christian to fulfill collective responsi-
bility unless he is a faithful member of alocal church. The idea that
a Christian can be a member at large, never settling down at one
congregation, where he would be accountable, is not acceptable
conduct for a Christian. This is tantamount to ‘forsaking of the
assembly’ and is a failure to support the work of a local church,
which equals sin. Yes, disassociating one’s self from active partici-
pation in a local church is harmful to your spiritual health.



We often hear Christians lament the lack of
growth inlocal churches. Could it be thatlack of
growth is symptomatic of the mentality that
minimizes the importance of the local church? I
believe it does! How can we work together to
build up the local church if we believe the local
church is not important? We cannot!

[ am not saying that we should be a member
ofalocal church that does not respect the author-
ity of God. There have been and are local churches
which teach and practice things thatare contrary
to sound doctrine. To them the Lord says,
“Remember therefore from where you have fallen;
repent, and do the works you did at first. If not, [
will come to you and remove your lampstand from
its place, unless you repent.” (Revelation 2:5). On
the other hand, there are local churches which
have set themselves to abiding in the doctrine of
Christ (2John9), itis to such a congregation one
should join himself.

Dear Christian, if you have been guilty of
devaluing the local church, I encourage you to
repent. If you have failed in your responsibilities
toward the local church of which you are a
member, I encourage you to repent. Repent and
get busy working within the frame work of the
local church.

~via The Cornerstone; Richmond, Virgina.

Evolution:

A Source of the Works of the Flesh
David Posey

I heard a fellow preacher say recently that he
was getting kind of tired with all the discussion
about “Intelligent Design” vs. Evolution. [ know
what he means. For those of us who have faith,
it seems ridiculous to even have to talk about the
origin of the universe. Afterall, it's obvious, isn’t
it? So why spend so much time on it?

It is not just an academic discussion about

“who created what”? If it was, then perhaps we
could let it go. But we can’t “let it go” because
there is more to this teaching than meets the eye.

Look at the chart and think about the im-
pact of the notion that we evolved from some
goo that came from some other goo. That teach-
ing has a purpose: to remove any thought of God
from the minds of those who hear it. And what
happens then? If God is not real, neither is His
word real. There is no law, no consequence for
breaking the law, no sin. Paul even argued that
“without law there can be no transgression”

(Romans 4:15).

Don’tyou see? If the creation account from
Genesis 1 is not true, then God is not real. If God
is not real, His laws are not real and I am a law to
myself. I get to decide right and wrong and there
is no consequence for an incorrect choice.

On the surface, this sounds like a winner.
After all, no accountability for sin would free us
from a lot of guilt and shame.

Bug, setting the Bible aside for a moment,
there are at least two philosophical and social
problems with this view. First, if we take God
and His word out of our worldview, then we also
take all hope away. And people who live without
hope are pitiable.

Second, as the chart points out, a Godless
world is a wicked world, full of the “works of the
flesh” that Paul talks about in Galatians 5:19-21.
We need to be prepared at all times to “give an
answer” to this devastating teaching, whenever
and wherever it may occur.

~via Folsom Point View; Folsom, California.
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The Sum of God’s Word

Frank Himmel

Do your remember math class? We were
taught thatin multiplication the answer is called
the product; in division it is called the quotient;
in subtraction it is the remainder; in addition it
is the sum.

Psalm 119:160 says, The sum of Your word
is truth, and every one of Your righteous ordi-
nances is everlasting.” The emphasis in on
totality. Everything God saysisright. Every one
of His ordinances is binding. And the truth
aboutany subjectis determined by adding up all
He says about it.

The principle of adding together all God’s
revelation is vital in Bible study. It is easy to err
if one reaches a conclusion before weighing
everything the Scripture says on a topic. Con-
sider a few examples.

Some folks act as though Matthew 7:1 says
everything there is to be said about judging: “Do
not judge so that you will not be judged.” They
seem to think this verse prohibits any and all
judgments that one might make about another.
However, 1 Corinthians 5:12 requires churches
to judge their members with reference to fellow-
ship. Jesus Himself said, “Do not judge accord-
ing to appearance, but judge with righteous
judgment” (John 7:24). The fact is, there are a
number of situations in which we must assess
one’s character, position, or conduct.

If one reads Jesus’ teaching about divorce
only in Mark’s (10:2-12) or Luke’s (16:18)
gospel, he would conclude that divorce is not
allowable for any reason. Any remarriage fol-
lowing a divorce would constitute adultery.
Matthew’s account however, reveals one excep-
tion: divorce for fornication (19:9).

When the Philippian jailor asked Paul and
Silas what he must do to be saved, they replied,
“Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved”
(Acts 16:31). Isthatall thereis toit? Many think

so. But when the Jews on Pentecost asked Peter

the same question, He answered, “Repent, and
each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins” (Acts
2:38). Further reading in Acts 16 implies that
Paul went on to tell the jailor the same thing.
Neither Acts 16:31 nor John 3:16 nor any other
verse contains all that God says about salvation.
The sum of God’s word is truth.

~via Manslick Road Speaker; Louisville, Kentucky.

News ¢ Notes

THESICK: Helen Trousdalehasbeen having
blood pressure problemsand has notbeen able to
be at services ... Andrew Gatlin was sick and
notable to beat Bible study Wednesday night ...
Monroe Pressnell, Phil’s father, will begin
treatments Monday for his cancer... Jack and
Onzell Tucker continue to be confined athome

. Buffy Wallen’s grandmother and James
McConnell’s aunt, Nadine Thompson, is in the
Lauderdale Christian Nursing Home in Killen
...Eric White’s father, Jim White, continues
his cancer treatments. . . J. T. Word'sgreatgrand-
son, Eric Jackson, has moved to Atlanta for
rehab. He continues to show improvement
...Steven Crunk’s niece, Abby Vandiver, isin
Children’s Hospital in Birmingham and is seri-
ously sick with a blood disorder ... Judy Will-
iams’ mother, Flossie Kazzaire, continues in a
nursing facility in Fayette.

GWANDA, ZIMBABWE: Remember the work

we are involved in helping our brethren in the
church at Gwanda, Zimbabwe.

SYMPATHY: We want to extend our deepest
sympathy to LisaWord and all the family in the
passing of Lisa’s father, Austin Dillinger. He
passed away late Thursday night and the funeral
will be on Monday afternoon in Inverness,
Florida. May the Lord bless this family in their

loss.



COMMUNICATION GROUPS: Tonightwill
be the night for Communication group A to
meet. If you are in group A remember to meet
with your group this evening.

OUT OF TOWN: The Words: Brian, Lisa,
Michael, Corey and Oliviaare in Orlando, Florida
... The Phillips: Jim, Brooke, Samuel, Molly Kate,
Harrison have been out of town this week on
vacation... The McInytres: Suzette, Sadie, Luke
and John have been in Belgreen at the Rustic
youth camp thisweek. . . Judy Williamshasbeen
at Rustic Youth camp this wek...Erin Cooper
has been in Washington, D.C. ona class trip this
week...The Coxes: Cecil and Jackie are away
today in Russellville. Cecil is preaching this
morning and tonight at the Centerivew
church... The Butlers: Aric, Andrea, Arica are in
Florida this week... Glenda Phillips is also on
vacation in Florida...The Coxes: Kerry, Tyler,
Hunter and I are in Russellville today where [ am
beginning a gospel meeting with Russellville

church.
GOSPEL MEETINGS/VBS: The Midway

church in Athens is beginning a meeting today
and it will continue through Friday evening with
services at 7:00p.m.. Buc Chumbley will be the
...The College View church in Flo-

rence is beginning a VBS tomorow morningand

speaker

it will continue through Wednesday morningat
10:00 a.m.. Leon Mauldin will be the speaker in
the adult class...The Russellville church
Russellville is beginning a meeting and it will
continue through Friday with services at 7:00
p-m. David Cox will be the speaker in this
meeting...the New Hope church in Limestone
county will be having their VBS this week each
evening at 7:00 on Monday through Friday.
The speakers in the adult class will be as follows:

Monday— Earnest Campbell; Tuesday— Jeff Smith;
Wednesday— Cecil Cox; Thursday— Kasey Harbin;

Friday — Greg Chandler.
THE RECORD: Attendance: Week of June 15th

in

Sunday: Bible Classes .................. 90
Morning Worship........ 113
Evening Worship ........... 77
Wednesday: Bible Classes .................. 71

-
Schedule of Services
Sunday
Bible Classes ........ccouveuveenee.. 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship ............ 10:45 a.m.
Evening Worship .............. 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday
Bible Classes .......c.coceeuruenene 7:00 p.m.
Elders
Michael Clemmons..... (256) 247-0836
Scottie Goode ............. (931) 565-3391
Deacons
Jimmy Glass .......cceuec. (256) 247-0571
Eddie J. Hammond....... (256) 247-3038
Mark Mclngyre ............ (256) 729-8316
Steve Parker .........o....... (256) 247-7843
Phil Pressnell................. (256) 232-8509
Rocky Rose .....ccooveuneee (256) 247-0011
Brian Word ........o......... (931) 565-3799
Evangelist & Editor
David A. Cox.............. (256) 247-1049

Office—(256) 247-5539

E-mail address: dacox@hiwaay.net
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