fa N\
“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ for it is the power of God unto salvation...” (Romans 1:16)
A\ Y
The Gospel Power is published in
interest of New Testament Chris- Volume XV JUHC 8, 2008 No. 23

tianity and to enhance the work of
the Anderson church.

Anderson
church of Christ
5900 Highway 207
Anderson, Alabama

Visit Us On The Web

Anderson-church.org

Men Privileged To Serve:
Sunday, June 8th:

Bible Classes

Song Leader

................................. Phil Pressnell
Bible Reading ... (Deut. 7:1-5)
................................... Rocky Rose
Prayer

....................... Michael Clemmons

Morning Worship

Song Leader

................................. Phil Pressnell
Prayer

................................... Ray Tucker
Lord’s Supper

Presiding .......cccoovuenee. Steve Parker
Assisting ... ... Brian Word
Serving....ccocvuviniicicuenne Tyler Cox

... Corey Goode
et Ethan Pressnell
............................ Mark McCrarry
Closing Prayer

....................... Eddie J. Hammond

Evening Worship
Song Leader
......................... Daniel Clemmons
Bible Reading ........ (Deut. 7:6-11)

............................ Brad Hammond
Prayer

............................. Mark Mclntyre
Lord’s Supper
.................................. Steve Parker
................................... Brian Word
Closing Prayer

.................................. Jimmy Glass

Fundamental Features of Christianity

Dee Bowman

Fundamentals are a vital concern for whatever the project or
enterprise. Without a firm foundation, any endeavor is eventually
doomed to failure. Fundamentals are the things that undergird
something, the foundation on which that thing rests. The Chris-
tian system has certain fundamental things that underlie it. These
are necessary fundamentals. Here are some suggestions concerning
those essential parts.

Conversion. Conversion indicates a change. Change is what
the “new birth” is all about (John 3:3). Jesus said, “except a man
be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” That conver-
sionisachange of the whole man—a change of his intellect, brought
about by faith; a change of his will, brought about by repentance;
and a change of his relationship, brought about by baptism. This
fundamental change brings one “into” Christ, or into a new
relationship with Him. “Therefore, if any man be in Christ, he is
a new creature; old things are passed away, behold, all things are
made new (2 Corinthians 5:17). “Except ye be converted and
become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of
heaven” Jesus said (Matthew 18:3). Conversion is fundamental to
Christianity; it’s what makes one a Christian in the first place.

Conviction. Conviction issues in two different directions: it
may be the equivalent of faith, or it may be what is produced by the
knowledge of being found guilty. First of all, it’s being convinced,
fully persuaded. That’s faith. Conviction is faith. “Without faith
it is impossible to please Him,” we are told in Hebrews 11:6. We
must be fully convinced that God is, and that He rewards those
who diligently seek after Him. Faith is an essential part of
Christianity; it is the bedrock foundation on which the entire
system rests.



But conviction can turn in another direc-
tion as well. It may mean one who is convicted
by the law, one who is guilty of a crime, as
charged by a judge or jury. Man has to realize his
lost condition before he will turn to God. The
people on Pentecost were “pricked in their hearts”
(Acts 2:37) before they said, “men and brethren,
what shall we do?” One of the purposes of the
word of God is to identify sin for what it is, and
cause men to repent. “Godly sorrow worketh
repentance (2 Corinthians 6:10). Sorrow for sin
comes as a result of a realization that one is not
approved of God because of that sin. In either
case—whether it is understood as faith, or being
found guilty— conviction is a fundamental part
of Christianity.

Consecration. To consecrate something is
to set it apart, to make it sacred. In the case of
Christianity, consecration is an indispensable
part of service to God. As we have seen already,
the Christian must be a new creature, one who
has been born again. Once that is accomplished,
he then must consecrate himself to God through
His Son, Jesus Christ. “Be not conformed to this
world, but be ye transformed,” we are told, “by
the renewing of your minds” (Romans 12:1-2).
Notice that one must renew his mind in order to
be consecrated to God. He must have a new
focus, new desires, a new attitude toward the
world, all of which has to do with his being set
apart or consecrated to God. “Set your affection
on things above, not on things of the world”
(Colossians 3:2), is another way of saying, “be
consecrated to God rather than the world.”

Consummation. Consummation is bring-
ing one’s life to a suitable end or conclusion.
“Work out your own salvation with fear and
trembling,” says Paul (Philippians 2:12). You
have to work it out yourself; and you have to
work it all the way out to the end, or as Peter
says,“Give diligence to make your calling and
elections sure (2 Peter 1:10). Consummation,
for our purposes, means to bring your sanctified
life to a good conclusion. “Gird up the loins of
your mind, and be sober,” says Peter (1 Peter
1:13), “and hope to the end for the grace that is
to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus

Christ.” Live your life here in such a way that
when it is concluded you will hear the commen-
dation, “well done good and faithful servant...”
Lifeisa miserable failure ifitdoesn’t, by the grace
of God, culminate in a heavenly abode.

Fundamentals. They’re necessary to who
and what we are. Let us not become so enamored
with where we are that we forget where we're
going.

~via Southside Sunday; Pasadena, Texas.

Why Go To Church?
Allen Dvorak

Why do we need to go to church? Can we
not just worship God in our homes? Do we have
to dress up and meet with a group of other
people to somehow validate our worship? These
questions are sometimes asked by people who
want to serve God, but who do not understand
the role of the church in Gods plan. Occasion-
ally they have been disillusioned by what they
have seen in organized religion and would like to
separate themselves from what they perceive to
be hypocritical or covetous practices.

According to the New Testament scrip-
tures, the church is not a building or some
nebulous institution which has authority over
Christians. The church can hearand speak (Mat-
thew 18:17); it can fear (Acts 5:11). The church
is simply a group of people who have been saved
from their sins by the blood of Jesus. Paul
reminded the Ephesians elders that the church
had been purchased by blood (Acts 20:28). As
individual Christians, we have been redeemed,
i.e., purchased and liberated, by the precious
blood of the unblemished Lamb, Jesus Christ
(Ephesians 1:7; 1 Peter 1:19). From these scrip-
tures, we see clearly that the church is composed
of all those individual Christians who have had
their sins washed away (Acts 22:16;Revelation

1:5).



The church is sometimes referred to as the
body of Christ. Jesusis identified as the head and
Savior of that spiritual body of people, the church
(Ephesians 1:22-23; 5:23). The church does not
have the power to save anyone from their sins;

only Jesus can do that. The church doesnt save;
it IS the saved!

When one understands the composition of
the church, the question of why one mustbelong
to the Lords church is clearly answered. Those
who belong to Christ are members of His body,
the church. Who wouldn’t want to be a part of
that group of people? Indeed, we all need to be
members of the Lords church.

All of this is not to say that we can only
worship while in the company of other Chris-
tians. Surely God will accept worship offered by
single individuals, but the Lord also understood
the need for mutual support, encouragement
and discipline among His disciples. For that
reason, disciples in the first century met together
inlocal groups, i.e., congregations, as directed by
the apostles of Jesus. The congregation of dis-
ciples in Jerusalem met together regularly to
remember the Lords death through the Lord’s
Supperand to pray together (Acts 2:41-42). The
author of Hebrews encouraged his readers not to
do as some of their brethren had done - forsake
the practice of assembling with other brethren
for the purpose of mutual worship and encour-
agement (Hebrews 10:24-25).

We need to meet with other Christians in a
local congregation (also referred to asa church in
the New Testament; see Galatians 1:2 and Rev-
elation 2-3). Together we can worship God and
work in His service, submitting to the One who
is our Head, Jesus Christ.

~via Mining the Scriputres; Madison, Alabama..

Remember Our Bibl Class Periods

Sunday at 9:45 a.m.
Wednesday at 7:00 p.m.

ews &
Notes

THESICK: Hayden and Brooke Blakely are
better after being sick last week ... Lisa Word’s
Jfather, Austin Dillinger, is athome now and is
dealing with congestive heart failure... ... Jack
and Onzell Tucker continue to be confined at
home ... Buffy Wallen’s grandmother and
James McConnell’s aunt, Nadine Thompson,
is in the Lauderdale Christian Nursing Home in
Killen ...Eric White’s father, Jim White, con-
tinues his cancer treatments. . . J. T. Word’sgreat
grandson, Eric Jackson, isin Vanderbilt hospi-
tal in Nashville . He is showing improvement
...Steven Crunk’s neice, Abby Vandiver, isin
Children’s Hosptial in Birmingham and is seri-
ously sick with a blood disorder ...Judy Will-
iams’ mother, Flossie Kazzaire, continues in a
nursing facility in Fayette.

GWANDA, ZIMBABWE: Remember the work

we are involved in helping our brethren in the
church at Gwanda, Zimbabwe.

OUT OF TOWN: The Blakleys: Brian, Sarah,
Hayden and Brooke are in Gulf Shores this week-
end ... The Words: Lisa, Corey and Olivia are in
Orlando, Florida ...Sanda Martelisback home
after being in Florida with her work...Cindy
Pressnell has been out of town this week with
her work...Ethan Pressnell has been in Florida
this past week.

GOSPEL MEETINGS: The West Rogersville
church in Rogersville is beginning a meeting
today and it will continue through Wednesday
evening. Dale Smelser will be the speaker ... The
Newburg church in Franklin county is begin-
ning a meeting and it will continue through
Wednesday evening. B. /. McGregor will be the
speaker in this meeting ... The Jackson Drive
church in Athens is beginning a meeting and it
will continue through Friday with services at
7:00 p.m. The speakers will be as follows:Sunday-
Monday: jackie Richardson; Tuesday-Wednes-



day: Jim Deason; Thursday-Friday: Jeff May...
The Eastside church in Athenswill havea study
on Friday and Saturday for young people in the
9th Grade through College age. There is a flier
in the vestibule with the details... The College
View churchin Florence will be having alecture-
ship this week thourgh Thursday. They will
have morning sessions at 9:30 and 10:30. In the
evening they will have a period of singing begin-
ning at 6:30 and sessions beginning at 7:00 and
8:00. The speakers in the lectures will be Russ
Bowman, Harold Comer, Edwin Crozier, and Bill
Hall. There is a flier in the vestibule with the
details.

COMMUNICATION GROUPS: Tonightwill
be the night for Communication group B to
meet. If you are in group B remember to meet
with your group this evening.

PICTORIAL DIRECTORY: Brian Blakely
will not be making pictures today due to his
being out of town, but he will be finishing up the
pictures next week. If you have not had your
picture made plan to get it made next Sunday.

THE RECORD: Attendance: Week of June 1st

Sunday:
Bible Classes.......ccovevverueveennene 94
Morning Worship ........ccccce... 101
Evening Worship ......cccccceeuennee 79
Wednesday:
Bible Classes.......cccovevverueeennnene 83

Vacation Bible School
July 13-18, 2008

Frank Richey, Speaking

Anderson church of Christ

Highway 207 South
Anderson, Alabama

-
Schedule of Services
Sunday
Bible Classes ........ccouveuveenee.. 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship ............ 10:45 a.m.
Evening Worship .............. 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday
Bible Classes .......c.coceeuruenene 7:00 p.m.
Elders
Michael Clemmons..... (256) 247-0836
Scottie Goode ............. (931) 565-3391
Deacons
Jimmy Glass .......cceuec. (256) 247-0571
Eddie J. Hammond....... (256) 247-3038
Mark Mclngyre ............ (256) 729-8316
Steve Parker .........o....... (256) 247-7843
Phil Pressnell................. (256) 232-8509
Rocky Rose .....ccooveuneee (256) 247-0011
Brian Word ........o......... (931) 565-3799
Evangelist & Editor
David A. Cox.............. (256) 247-1049

Office—(256) 247-5539

E-mail address: dacox@hiwaay.net
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