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Men Privileged To Serve:
Sunday, May 25th:

Bible Classes
Song Leader
................................... Brian Word
Bible Reading ... (Deut. 6:1-9)
.................................. Jimmy Glass
Prayer
.......................... Kevin Chancellor
Morning Worship
Song Leader
.......................... Kevin Chancellor
Prayer
............................. Ronnie Phillips
Lord’s Supper
Presiding ......... Eddie J. Himmond
Assisting ........coceveruennnne Aric Butler
Serving...... ... Jim Phillips
.......... . Rodney McCrary
Daniel Clemmons
............................... Michael Word
Closing Prayer
...................................... Cecil Cox
Evening Worship
Song Leader
...................................... Tyler Cox
Bible Reading (Deut. 6:10-15)
.................................. Jerry Dickey
Prayer
............................... Scottie Goode
Lord’s Supper
....................... Eddie J. Hammond
.................................... Aric Butler
Closing Prayer

................................... Rocky Rose

The Daze of Summer
Bubba Garner

The dog days of summer. The doldrums. The summer lull.
Everybody has a different name for the upcoming time of year. I
have found that these descriptions all have one thing in common
— when the weather gets hot, there is a tendency for Christians to
get cold. If were not careful, we can become so caught up in
making plans and going different places that we neglect the work
that must be done right here at home.

I understand the value and joy of family trips, days away from
the office, and other leisure activities. And there are few things that
I enjoy more than grilling out in the backyard or watching a
baseball game on television. But may I offer a few reminders to help
us maintain our enthusiasm and zeal through the upcoming
summer season?

Don’t take a vacation from the Lord. The kids will soon be
out of school. The college students are coming home. People will
take time off of work. All of these things are necessary because they
allow us to relax and refresh and regroup. Even Solomon said that

we need to see the good and reward from our labor, realizing that
such activity is “the gift of God” (Ecclesiastes 3:13; 5:18).

But no matter what time of year it is, we must keep in mind
that we are still workers for the Lord. We are still accountable for
our commitment. It is year-round. That means that there is no
such thing as a holiday or a long-weekend for the Christian. The
Lord wants us righteous and godly all the time, in season and out
of season. That includes June, July, and August.

Make the most of your summer time. How often do you
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wish that you had more time? “If only there were more hours in the

day, more days in the week, more weeks in the month,” we



sometimes say. In fact, | can remember a few
occasions when I would have been satisfied to
have just thirty more minutes. But we have no
right to ask for more time when we are poor
stewards of the time we have been given. Every-
one is apportioned the same amount each day.
It’s what you do with it that counts (Ephesians

5:16).

Whatare your plans for thissummer? Young
peoplewill be free from the distractions of home-
work and school-related activities. That leaves
plenty of time for reading THE book and pre-
paring for Bible class. Many people use up aweek
or two of vacation from their jobs. What about
investing some of that time in improving your
relationship with God and the work He has
called you to do? No matter what the calendar
says, the time is now.

Resist waiting for the fall. There is a temp-
tation to save our best work for when the sum-
mer is over. “We’'ll wait until school starts.”
“Let’s hold off until everybody’s back in town.”
“It’s just a few more weeks.” Not only does that
attitude promote the failure to recognize that
“today is the day of salvation” (2 Corinthians
6:2), it most likely breeds more procrastination
once fall finally does arrive.

But what if the Lord should come before
September? Surely the summer months fit the
description of Him coming as “a thief in the
night” (1 Thessalonians 5:2). What a shame to
think that our recreation and leisure time could
cause us to be unprepared for the judgment. We
must realize that putting off our responsibilities
is as deadly during the summerasitis every other
season. The Lord is not going to wait around for
us.

There is no need for a summer slump this
year. Rather, let us value every moment God has
blessed us with in this life under the sun.

~via Southside Sunday; Pasadena, Texas.

Remember Our Bible Class Periods

Sunday at 9:45 a.m.
Wednesday at 7:00 p.m.

Becoming Better For Him

Allen Malone

The first business of every Christian should
be his quest to become spiritually better. The
Lord wants us to be growing, learning more of
Him, becoming more like Him.

The apostle Paul turned his back on every-
thing the world had to offer in order to become
all that he could be for Jesus. “That I may win
Christ and be found in Him” and “That I may
know Him” were the reasons Paul gave
(Philippians 2:8-10). In his quest to become
better, he identified himself with his brethren, as
he implored, “Let us cleanse ourselves from all
filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holi-
ness in the fear of God” (2 Corinthians 7:1).

The apostle Peter also stressed the primary
importance of growth in the life of Christians.
“Laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hy-
pocrisies, and envies, and all evil speakings, as
newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the
word, that ye may grow thereby” (1 Peter 2:1-
2). He concluded his second epistle with the
injunction, “Grow in the grace, and in the
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ”
(3:18). In the fertile soil of God’s grace and our
knowledge of its fulfillment in Jesus Christ, we
can and should become better and better for our
Saviour. When we do so, we need not fear
falling for we make our calling and election sure

(2 Peter 1:5-11).

Please note that this process of daily spiri-
tual improvement has both negative and posi-
tive aspects. There are sins of heart and life to be
abhorred, renounced, and put away. Both Paul
and Peter make this aspect of growth clear. Yet,
this work of separating ourselves from sin is
inadequate and futile without growth in the
positive attributes of our Example. As Paul
instructed the Roman brethren, “Put ye on the
Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for
the flesh, to fulfill the lusts thereof” (Romans
13:14).



Becoming better for Jesus thus boils down
to desiring more of Him and less of ourselves.
John the baptizer expressed the sentiment which
should be our personal desire, “He must in-
crease, but I must decrease” (John 3:30). The
apostle Paul said, “I am crucified with Christ,
nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in
me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live
by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me and
gave Himself for me” (Galatians 2:21).

All of this spiritual betterment must occur in
the shadow of Christ's cross and in sight of His
deserted tomb. It comesaboutaswe walk in His
footsteps and serve as He served. It demandsan
ever-increasing knowledge of the gospel of God’s
grace and a heart that finds itself softened day by
day as that grace penetrates within. Itisaccom-
plished by God as we give ourselves to Him -
heart, body, mind, and soul - and serve Him in

obedient faith.

“For the love of Christ constraineth us;
because we thus judge, that if one died for all,
then were all dead: And that he died for all, that
they which live should not henceforth live unto
themselves, but unto Him which died for them,
and rose again... Therefore if any man be in
Christ, he isa new creature: old things are passed
away; behold, all thingsare become new. Andall
things are of God, who hath reconciled us to
Himself by Jesus Christ... (2 Corinthians 5:14-
18).

Brethren, let us open God’s book and ex-
pose ourselves to His grace. Let us be taught by
it (Titus 3:11-14) that we might lovingly and
obedientlyyield ourselves to its commands (John
14:21-24). Then and only then, can we truly
know Jesus Christ, be transformed in His image,
and become better and better for Him (2
Corinthians 3:18; Colossians 3:1-10). TO GOD
BE THE GLORY!

~via The Seeker; Marshall, Virginia.

Remember Our Service

Tonight at 6:00.

News ¢ Notes

THE SICK: Shannon Johnson was able to be
with us last Sunday after going through treat-
mentsrecently ... Hayden and Brooke Blakely
are both sick with a virus this week... Faye
... Lisa Word’s
Jfather, Austin Dillinger, is athome now and is
dealing with congestive heart failure... Marcia
Cooper continues at home. It was good to see
Marciaable to be at services last Sunday morning
... Jack and Onzell Tucker continue to be
confined at home ... Buffy Wallen’s grand-
mother and James McConnell’s aunt, Nadine
Thompson, is in the Lauderdale Christian Nurs-
ing Home in Killen ... Eric White’s father, Jim
White, continues his cancer treatments...J. 7.
Word’s great grandson, Eric Jackson, is in
Vanderbilt hospital in Nashville on life support
due to falling into a sewer system ...Steven
Crunk’s neice, Abby Vandiver, isin Children’s
Hosptial in Birmingham and is seriously sick
withablood disorder ... Judy Williams’mother,
Flossie Kazzaire, continues in a nursing facility
in Fayette.

GWANDA, ZIMBABWE: Remember the work

we are involved in helping our brethren in the
church at Gwanda, Zimbabwe.

OUT OF TOWN: The Dickeys: Jerry, Char-
lotte, Justin and Brandon are in Florida this week-
end ... The Words: Lisa, Corey and Olivia are in
Otrlando, Florida ... Glenda Phillips is visiting
with family this weekend...Amy Newton has
been out of town and is with family this
weekend...Judy Willians is in Missouri this

weekend.

GOSPEL MEETINGS:VBS: The Northside
church in Lexington is beginning a VBS and it
will conitnue through Friday evening with
services at 7:00 p.m. Greg Chandler will be the
speaker ... The Centerview church in Franklin
county isbeginninga meetingand itwill conitnue
through Friday evening with services at 7:30
p-m. Bobby Graham will be the speaker in this
meeting ...The Tharptown church in
Tharptown is beginning a meeting and it will
continue through Friday with services at 7:30

Hammond is at home now



p-m. Leon Mauldin will be the speaker in this
meeting... The South Cullman church in
Cullman is beginning a meeting today and it will
continue through Friday with services at 10:00
am. and 7:00 p.m. Don Truex will be the
speaker in this meeting. .. The Westview church
in Athens will be having a vacation Bible school
this week each morning at 10:00 a.m.

OUR GRADUATES: This week has been
graduation time again and we want to congratu-
late our graduates this year from high school .
Justin Dickey and Ethan Wallen graduated
from Lauderdale County High School on Friday
and Ethan Pressnell graduated from West Lime-
stone High School on Friday as well. Also, Jamie
Mosley has completed the necessary coursework
toward her nursing degree at Calboun College.
We rejoice with Ethan, Ethan, Justin and Jamie
in the accomplishments they have achieved and
wish the very best for them as they continue on
in their life and work toward their career goals.
May the Lord bless them and may they always
remember to put the Lord first in their lives.

PICTORIAL DIRECTORY: Brian Blakely
is continuing to make pictures this week for our
new pictorial directory. I hope thateveryone will
get their pictures made quickly so that we can
complete this project soon.

THE RECORD: Attendance: Week of May 25th

Sunday:
Bible Classes.......cccoverveueunenene 107
Morning Worship ........ccccce... 129
Evening Worship .......cccccceeuennee 87
Wednesday:
Bible Classes.......cccovevverueveennene 93

Vacation Bible School
July 13-18, 2008

Frank Richey, Speaking

Anderson church of Christ

Highway 207 South
Anderson, Alabama

-
Schedule of Services
Sunday
Bible Classes ........ccouveuveenee.. 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship ............ 10:45 a.m.
Evening Worship .............. 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday
Bible Classes .......c.coceeuruenene 7:00 p.m.
Elders
Michael Clemmons..... (256) 247-0836
Scottie Goode ............. (931) 565-3391
Deacons
Jimmy Glass .......cceuec. (256) 247-0571
Eddie J. Hammond....... (256) 247-3038
Mark Mclngyre ............ (256) 729-8316
Steve Parker .........o....... (256) 247-7843
Phil Pressnell................. (256) 232-8509
Rocky Rose .....ccooveuneee (256) 247-0011
Brian Word ........o......... (931) 565-3799
Evangelist & Editor
David A. Cox.............. (256) 247-1049

Office—(256) 247-5539

E-mail address: dacox@hiwaay.net
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Return Service Requested




